(Insert date)

Honorable (insert name)

(insert address)

Dear Representative (insert name)

   My name is (insert name) and I am a trained forester asking you to support HB 1235, a bill to license foresters in Pennsylvania.  Your support of forester licensing (HB 1235) will provide landowners with an educated and experienced professional whose passion is tending to the sustainability of the forest and all its many values for generations to come.

   Society today recognized that our forests provide more than valuable add-on timber products and jobs to our economy.  Society, especially forest landowners, also recognizes that forests provide clean water, wildlife habitat, recreation, family legacies, firewood, etc.  With ever increasing demands being made on the forests of “Penn’s Woods”, scientific management now, is needed more than ever.  University educated and field experienced foresters are in the best position to offer the many options to fit the goals of forestland owners with the capabilities of the forest site, while maintaining a healthy productive forest site.  

    Forests and forest landowners are now lacking the guidance of a professionally trained forester and as a result, negative, long term, ramifications result: lack of desirable reproduction, species depletion, encroachment of obnoxious invasive species, loss of soil productivity, etc.

   Pennsylvania’s valuable hardwood forest resource (approximately 94% of our 16 million acres of forestland is in the hardwood resource that supports the wood using industry) has the best chance to be regenerated naturally by the application of Silvicultural principles through a series of harvests. Hardwood forests are not established by planting seedlings.  The trained forester is in the best position to guide the private landowner in maintaining a healthy, resilient, forest stand through standard scientific based forest management.

   Your support for forester licensing in Pennsylvania (HB1235) will insure forest landowners have a go-to professional, who is trained and experienced in the art and science of managing their forestland holdings for all its values now and for future generations who may inherit it.  I thank you in advance for your serious consideration of the issue.  Let your conscious be your guide, and please contact me if you have any questions.

Professionally yours, 

(insert name)

